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Area Committee – Neighbourhood CIL Funding Application Form 
 

Title  East Barnet Valley Bowls Club 

Raised by (Councillor):   Cllr Philip Cohen 

Ward: East Barnet East Barnet 

Member Request:  

The servicing and repair of 2 bowling 
green mowers, and fertilizers and feed for 
the bowling green.  

Funding Requested (£):  £3,000 

In consultation with (e.g. named Officer):  

• Is within the parameters outlined in CIL 

statutory and regulatory definitions 

• Falls within the CIL Funding Priorities 

agreed by the relevant Area Committee 

• Links to priorities in any existing 

Council policy or strategy and/or 

whether any insight and intelligence 

may support the application 

• The scheme has considered any 
potential impact on the Council’s 
Strategic portfolio including those 
considered for strategic CIL funding 

• The scheme has no ongoing 

incremental revenue costs to the 

Council 

• That the scheme budget is forecast 

accurately  

• That the scheme deliverability has been 

assessed to ensure it can be resourced 

and successfully implemented 

• That the scheme outcomes and 

benefits have been assessed including 

benefits for the wider community and/or 

including those with protected 

characteristics under the Equalities Act 

2010 

And Area Lead Officer (NAME), on (DATE):   

 
Objective 
 
Get the bowling green in top condition and 
provide a good playing surface.   
 
Scheme Overview 
 
If the bowls club is to survive and attract 
new members it needs to have the best 
equipment to maintain the bowling green  
 
Benefits 
 
The Bowling Club is very much part of the 
East Barnet community being next to 
Victoria Recreation Ground. It is visible to 
the public and it is always looking to 
attract new members to join. There is an 
open door for residents to come and talk 
to us and enjoy the sport. A lot of our 
members are over 65 and it helps to give 
them light exercise which research shows 
is good for health and longer life.   
Funding will also help to keep members 
fees down and attract people to the club.  
 

  

  
Brief History of the Club 
 
In 1925 Councilors of the East Barnet 
Urban District voted for the laying of a 
bowing green and building the changing 
rooms along with a tea room and cafe. In 
1927 East Barnet Valley Bowls Club was 
founded. 
 
In 1993 the tearoom was burnt down, an 
extension was built onto the changing 
room. Showers were added and a 
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disabled toilet. The changing rooms are 
hired out to local football clubs. 
 
Over the years members of the ladies and 
men's club have received honours in 
playing for Hertfordshire County 
Bowls Association. 
  
 
 
 
 
. 
 
On-going Costs 
There are no on-going costs to the 
Council. 
 
Implementation 
 

Any additional information (please list any 
documents here to be published with the 
agenda, or circulated to the Committee): 

Most of the invoices have been received, 
the final invoices will be reviewed and 
reconciled before the final grant monies 
are paid out – this should be a condition of 
the award. 
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Area Committee – Neighbourhood CIL Funding Application Form 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Title  Strength & Learning through Horses 

Raised by (Councillor): Tim Roberts 

Ward: Underhill 

Member Request: 
Contribution towards construction of a 
manege at Greengate Riding Stables. 

Funding Requested (£): £56,429 (Community Grant) 
In consultation with (e.g. named Officer):  

• Is within the parameters outlined in CIL 

statutory and regulatory definitions 

• Falls within the CIL Funding Priorities 

agreed by the relevant Area Committee 

• Links to priorities in any existing Council 

policy or strategy and/or whether any 

insight and intelligence may support the 

application 

• The scheme has considered any 
potential impact on the Council’s 
Strategic portfolio including those 
considered for strategic CIL funding 

• The scheme has no ongoing incremental 

revenue costs to the Council 

• That the scheme budget is forecast 

accurately  

• That the scheme deliverability has been 

assessed to ensure it can be resourced 

and successfully implemented 

• That the scheme outcomes and benefits 

have been assessed including benefits 

for the wider community and/or including 

those with protected characteristics 

under the Equalities Act 2010 

And Area Lead Officer (NAME), on (DATE):   

 
The Scheme (see the full community bid) 
The community group are applying for 
£56,429 to contribute towards construction of 
a new manege as part of building a new 
Equine Assisted Therapy Centre in Underhill.  
 
The scheme fits within the CIL infrastructure 
funding requirements and within the priorities 
set out by the Committee. 
 
Scheme Delivery 
The scheme will be delivered by the 
community group.  
 
Scheme Budget 
£56,429 contribution. 

 
Approval requested subject to 
successful planning permission which 
is expected in July (i.e. before the next 
Area Committee) 

Any additional information (please list any 
documents here to be published with the 
agenda, or circulated to the Committee): 

The full scheme is outlined below. 
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Dear Councilor Roberts, 
 
Please find enclosed proposal for funding from The North Barnet Area Committee’s Community 
Infrastructure Fund from Strength & Learning Through Horses. 
 
We are looking for funding to build an all-weather Manege at Greengate Riding Stables on Mays Lane 
in order to create a safe, usable space to provide equine assisted therapy for 400 – 500 of Barnet’s 
most in need young people. I have attached a visual letter explaining the project and need as well as a 
more detailed application. 
 
Thank you in advance for considering our cause. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any 
questions. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Rosie Bensley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CEO 
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Strength & Learning Through Horses Funding Proposal to The Chipping Barnet Area 
Committee: Funding to build an all-weather Manège as part of building a new Equine Assisted 

Therapy Centre in Underhill 
 
Who are we? 
Strength & Learning Through Horses is a charity (no. 1159326) based in the borough of Barnet 
providing mental health and educational support for 400 – 500 vulnerable young people in crisis per 
year, 80% of whom are Barnet residents. We have been working in the borough for 10 years and have 
close links with Barnet Council (0-19 service and Virtual School) with whom we have been contracted to 
provide services for 10 years and with a large number of Barnet based schools and mental health 
organisations. 
 
We use the natural ability of horses to read and respond to human emotions to engage young people in 
the process of learning about their own behaviours and emotions. We have an expert staff team of 
Clinical Psychologists, Mental Health Specialists and Equine Behaviour Specialists who work together 
to help young people achieve positive change in their lives through mental health interventions and 
alternative education provision. We have success in helping young people when traditional mental 
health and educational interventions have failed, often young people are referred to us as a last resort 
when all other avenues have failed to help. 
 

“Of all the therapies I've had this is the only one that has been actually helpful - I don't know 
what I'd do without it” – Barnet Young Person 

 
We employ 6 contracted staff, 20 freelance staff on a sessional basis and up to provide volunteering 
opportunities for up 15 – 25 volunteers per year. 
 
Who do we help? 
The young people we help experience significant mental health challenges as a result of their difficult 
life experiences. In 2020-21: 66% of the young people we worked with had previous or current 
safeguarding involvement to protect them from harm at home. 
 
80% of the young people we support are Barnet residents (350 in 2019 – 2020) 
 
Our Barnet partners include: 
 

• Barnet Council 0 – 19 service 

• The Totteridge Academy 

• Southover Partnership 

• Barnet Virtual School 

• East Barnet School 

• Friern Barnet School 

• The Beacon Centre / Northgate School 

• London Academy 

• Compton School 

• Hasmonean School 

• Broadfields School 

• Noa Girls 

• Whitefield School 

• Camp Simcha 
 
 
How do we help? 
In 2020 – 2021, as a result of attending a Strength & Learning Through Horses Therapy or Education 
Programme: 

• 100% of referring staff said as a result of young people attending Learning Through Horses 
Programme, they had noticed young people managing relationships with peers more 
successfully; 75% said the frequency of challenging behaviour seen in school had decreased.   
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• 89% of young people reported improvement in all three personal development goals they set 
for themselves at the start of a programme; 84% said they had more confidence in their own 
abilities; 79% said their teamwork skills had improved; 81% said their communication skills had 
improved. 200 young people achieved accredited employability skills qualifications. 

 
How are we funded? 
SLTH has reliable funding for our projects, funding that has grown year on year. In 2020-21: 

• 51% of our funding came from grant funders including: Greater London Authority; National 
Lottery Community Fund; The Government Department for Digital, Culture, Media, Sport & 
Youth, Global’s Make Some Noise, John Lyon’s Charity, The Pets at Home Foundation 

• 8% came from donations made by private individuals 

• 41% came from fees paid for services by: local authorities; schools and alternative education 
provisions; prisons and NHS Trusts 

 
 
Why do we need help? 
The lease of our current stables in Edgware is coming to an end in 2022. Thankfully after 10 years of 
working with Barnet Council, we have secured a 25-year lease from the Council on a Greengate 
Stables, a dilapidated riding school on Mays Lane. Greengate Stables, Mays Lane, EN5 2AQ. This 
gives us the opportunity to secure the future of the charity in North London and to grow. This is going to 
be an incredibly special and exciting project as it will create the only purpose-built equine assisted 
therapy centre in Greater London in an area of North London where many equestrian centres have 
been pulled down for housing development and opportunities to access horses is now only available to 
the most privileged. 
 
The stable yard is currently in a very dilapidated state and is not safe for use. There is no Manège (all 
weather arena) which means the site in its current state is not safe to run sessions during Autumn, 
Winter and Spring due to the danger of working horses on muddy, slippery ground. We desperately 
need funding to build a Manège so we can move our charity there by the Autumn 2022 to ensure we 
don’t have to suspend delivery of our service which so many young people rely on. 
 
We have submitted planning application for the Manège. Reference: 22/1747/FUL. We expect to have a 
decision of approval by mid-July, the feedback so far has been positive with no objections. We are seeking 
funding to be given subject to planning permission being granted with a view to starting work at the start of 
August ready to move in in September. 

 
The cost of installing the Manège is £99,429 (see attached quotation for the work). We have secured 
£43,000 in funding from: 
Peter O’Sullevan Charitable Trust - £20,000 
Screwfix Foundation - £10,000 
Sir Joseph Hotung Foundation - £10,000 
Sandra Charitable Fund - £3,000  
 
We are asking the Committee to approve £56,429 in funding from the Community Infrastructure 
Fund to complete the funding and enable us to install the manège. 
 
  
How will it help Local Residents? 
The new site will enable us to provide access to our life saving mental health & education services to 
more Barnet residents. We are looking to open our doors to as many new schools in the Underhill and 
Chipping Barnet Area as possible. We are offering free sessions to all Underhill & Chipping Barnet 
School over Summer 2022 and will be submitting a large National Lottery funding application in 
partnership with all schools who would like to regularly refer young people to our service to ensure as 
many local residents can access our service as possible. 
 
We are looking to maximise the benefits of the new site to the local community by offering use of the 
site and facilities to other local organisations, for example allowing scout groups and community groups 
to use the classroom building in the evenings. We are planning to rewild as much of the land in our 
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lease as possible and will look to partner with local community groups to enable residents to help the 
rewilding process and access the healing power of nature. 
 
Additional Context for the Committee to Consider: 
 
We have changed our ask from the previous committee where we asked for funding towards a 
classroom. This is because the planning permission priority has changed. We are now looking to 
initially install the Manège and to rent temporary portacabin classrooms as these elements were the 
quickest to get planning approval for and are the essential elements to allow us to move our service to 
the new site. Once we have these in place, we will be able to move on to the site and the future of 
the charity will be secure. 
 
Over the subsequent 12 – 24 months we will then look to replace the dilapidated buildings with stables 
and classrooms that are fit for purpose and develop a centre which is fit to meet the needs of our 
charity and young people we support for the long-term future. We are aware this is a more complicated 
planning process and also the more expensive element of the build. This 2nd phase is not essential to 
the charity and continuation of our service. We will not be seeking additional funding from the 
Community Infrastructure Fund for Phase 2 and will seek funding from a combination of donations 
made via a crowdfunding campaign and grant funding. 
 
Answers to additional questions requested by the Chipping Barnet Committee in Spring 2022: 
 
- Confirmation of the identity of the leaseholder: 
The leaseholder is Strength & Learning Through Horses registered charity number 1159326 
 
- Copy of the design/layout of the proposed classroom (see attached at the end of document – 
page 6) 
 
- Quotes for the scheme works to verify the budget (see attached at the end of document – page 5) 
 
- Does the proposed scheme require planning permission? And details if that is the case. 
Yes. Application 22/1747/FUL for an all-weather manège at Greengates Stables, was validated by 
Barnet Council in April 2022. The scheme has been through full consultation and to date there have 
been no technical objections to the proposals. We are currently awaiting confirmation of the 
determination date from the Planning Officer; we expect to have a positive decision of approval by mid-
July. 
There are many precedent examples of similar all weather manèges being granted planning permission 
in the Green Belt nationwide on the basis of National Planning Policy supporting sporting and 
recreational facilities within the Green Belt. Furthermore, the site in question is already in equine use 
and previously had planning permission for an all-weather manège, which confirms the principle of this 
form of development being suitable in this location. 
 

 
 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information about this application: 
rosie@strengthandlearningthroughhorses.org / 07717497366 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rosie@strengthandlearningthroughhorses.org


   
 

11 
 

 
 

QUOTATION FOR WORKS: 
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PLANS: 
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THE SITE NOW: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


